Currents

NEWSLETTER

WWF-Malaysia Marine Programme July - Sept 2012

Making a Splash!

10th International Seafood Summit
Takes a Bite Out of
Industry-NGO ventures

“It was a pleasure to work with the local
communities. They are keen and willing to
learn throughout the expedition. I hope they
will share these experiences with their
family and friends back home.” said Bobita
Ahad,
Reef Check Team Leader for
TMPE 2012. © WWF-Malaysia/Eric Madeja.
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Highlights from the Summit. © WWF-Malaysia/ Nadiah Rosli and Ernest Chiam

The first of its kind in the country, WWFMalaysia launched a new reference book
entitled ‘Islam, Pemuliharaan Hidupan Liar
dan Anda’ (Islam, Wildlife Conservation
and You) on 10 July which is a joint
initiative with the Institute of Islamic
Understanding Malaysia (IKIM). The 160page reference book highlights the
conservation of Species according to the
teachings of Islam and is targeted
specifically to those in Muslim leadership
positions including imams, preachers and
educators to champion environmental
issues. Special focus is given on Malaysia’s
national icons – the tiger and marine
turtle, both endangered species.

Hong Kong marks the first Asian venue for the Seafood Summit themed,
“Evolving Solutions for New Horizons”. Key issues on sustainable seafood in
Southeast Asia were addressed, such as overfishing and unregulated fishing,
aquaculture, food security, driving consumer demand for sustainable seafood,
shark finning and live reef fish trade. The three-day event, from 6-8 September,
was attended by some 500 participants including conservation organisations,
policy makers, fish farmers, wholesalers, distributors, retailers and chefs among
others. The goal was to foster dialogue and networking that will lead to the
conservation and improvement in managing marine resources, subsequently
leading to a seafood marketplace that is environmentally, socially and
economically sustainable.
Amongst the 40 sessions that were held at the Summit, WWF-Malaysia together
with WWF-Singapore, presented a paper entitled ‘Sustainable Seafood
Campaign: The Southeast Asia Experience’ that addressed key milestones and
challenges of the ‘Save Our Seafood Campaign’ (S.O.S). Launched in June 2010,
the first phase of the S.O.S campaign focused on creating awareness amongst
consumers about the current status of our fisheries as well as to promote
sustainable seafood choices through a seafood guide. In East Malaysia, WWFMalaysia is working to help make the Live Reef Fish trade more sustainable by
encouraging industry players to source for cyanide-free fish supply and for
consumers to shift to sustainably farmed reef fish to reduce pressures on wild
stocks.
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Golden Sands Resort, Penang Hosts Sustainable Seafood
Awareness Day
In conjunction with the World Oceans Day and the Coral Triangle
Day on 9 June, Golden Sands Resort, in collaboration with WWFMalaysia, Penang Aquaculture Association and GST Group held a
Sustainable Seafood Awareness Day on 8 June. The event aimed
to create awareness among local hoteliers and seafood suppliers
for the need to sustain our seafood supplies for the long run.
The resort hopes to purchase seafood from sustainably harvested
sources and set a good example for other hotels to emulate.
WWF-Malaysia conducted two presentations on the Status of
Fisheries in Malaysia and the Sustainable Seafood Campaign. The
keynote address was delivered by YB Tuan Law Choo Kiang,
State Executive Councillor for Agriculture and Agro-based
Industries, Rural Development and Flood Mitigation and
(From left) Golden Sands Resort chefs gives a 'thumbs up' to
approximately 100 guests consisting of seafood suppliers,
sustainable
seafood
at
the
event
in
Penang.
hoteliers, fish farmers, NGOs, chefs and media representatives.
© Golden Sands Resort

Guests were then invited for a fish tasting session of 3 types of
groupers from three sources viz wild-caught, cage culture and hatchery-grown. The session was to test the guests’ ability
to taste the difference between wild–caught and cultured fish. Surprisingly many of the participants could not detect any
significant difference.

Chefs Come Together to Support Sustainable Seafood
Consumption

Dr. Sundari Ramakrishna, Conservation Director of WWF-Malaysia and Dato’ Seri Tengku Adlin
looking at the fish dishes. (above left). LRF billboard located at the Bukit Nenas roundabout in Kota
Kinabalu features a message reminding the public to avoid coral trout and humphead wrasse, and
to choose sustainably farmed fish (above right) Postcards printed with the similar message to be
distributed. (left) © WWF-Malaysia/Angela Lim

WWF-Malaysia launched the Live Reef Fish Consumer Campaign in First Beach Tanjung Aru on 1 September. Chefs were
invited to cook sustainably farmed leopard coral trouts (locally known as sunoh) and serve them to match the taste of fish
caught from the wild during the "Taste & Tell Culinary Session". The objective was to demonstrate that farmed fish is
comparable in taste to wild-caught fish. Indeed, a survey carried out showed that 10 out of 20 participants could not tell
whether the fish they ate were farmed or wild-caught.
"Consumer Help to Save Live Reef Fish" video was launched by YM Dato’ Seri Tengku Zainal Adlin, Chairman of Sabah
Tourism Board. The video's call to action urges live reef fish consumers to demand to know where and how live reef fish are
caught, and to choose farmed fish or sustainably caught fish.
The Consumer Campaign aims to create awareness on the destructive fishing method associated with the supply of live reef
fish and to urge restaurant owners, chefs and tourism operators, fishermen and fish farming operators to insist on
sustainable cyanide-free fish supply. Ultimately, the campaign targets to educate and encourage consumers to opt for
farmed fish instead of wild-caught fish.
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Turtle’s name: Penarek
Species: Green Turtle
(Chelonia mydas)
Location of deployment: Setiu,
Terengganu
Date of deployment: 6 June 2012
Signal as of 8 October:
Heading towards Philippines
Turtle’s name: Puteri Mariam
Species: Hawksbill turtle
(Eretmochelys imbricata)
Location of Deployment:
Meriam Patah Beach, Malacca
Date of Deployment: 4 August 2012
Signal as of 8 October: Riau Islands

Turtle Diaries
This year’s turtle nesting season in Peninsular Malaysia (March to
September) has been another busy one for our field biologists.
Satellite transmitters were deployed on three turtles this period. The
movement patterns of all the Passive Telemetry Transmitter (PTT)-fitted
turtles help us understand their migration patterns and discover their
foraging habitat in the region.
The research data gathered is crucial in identifying and reducing threats to
the turtles’ marine habitat, where they spend most of their lives.

Turtle’s name: MY(TGG)0610
Species: Green Turtle (Chelonia mydas)
Location of deployment: Kerteh, Terengganu
Date of Deployment: 5 September 2012
Signal as of 8 October: Heading towards
Vietnam

Guided by the satellite telemetry, WWF-Malaysia will be able to track their
journey back to their feeding grounds. Marine turtles are only dependent
on the beach for egg incubation and spend most of their lifetime in
coastal waters, feeding in coral reefs. Results from this research are crucial
for a better understanding of their post-nesting movement and habitat
use.
We hope that these turtles will have safe travels and continue to transmit
pivotal data.

Announcements
River Foo, Community Liaison Officer, Terengganu Turtle
Conservation left our organisation in June. We thank him for
his contribution and wish him all the best in his endeavors.
We also welcome other new team members who joined the
Marine Team beginning of this quarter:

WWF-Malaysia's field biologists putting on a satellite transmitter on Puteri Mariam, a Hawksbill turtle in Malacca.
© WWF-Malaysia/Lau Min Min



Muhamad Allim Jamalludin, Community Liaison Officer,
Terengganu Turtle Conservation



Ooi Ying Cheing, Field Biologist, Melaka Turtle
Conservation



Victor Charlie Andin, Ecosystem Based Management
Fisheries (EBMF) Programme Officer



Suffian Julmohamad, Fisheries Officer, Semporna PCA



Norliana bt Mabustan, Admin Officer Assistant,
Semporna PCA
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Merdeka Hawskbills
At 5am on 31 August, a hatchery worker
at WWF-Malaysia’s hatchery in Chakar
Hutan Beach, Kerteh, Terengganu,
discovered that he was holding the first
Hawksbills to hatch in Chakar Hutan in 20
years!
A total of 69 ‘Merdeka’ hawskbills were
welcomed that night, laid by a rarely seen
Hawskbill a month and a half earlier. This
special visitor marked the first nesting of a
Hawskbill at Chakar Hutan and Ma'Daerah
since 1993. This is great news because
based on statistics from the Department
of Fisheries, the Hawksbill population in
Terengganu has recorded a 70% drop
from 1984 – 2008.
© WWF-Malaysia/ Sharifah Ruqaiyah

Terrapin Hatchlings Released at Setiu River
On 21 September, a total of 80 painted
terrapin hatchlings were released at the
Setiu river. Several of the hatchlings were
PIT-tagged
(Passive
Integrated
Transponder) so that their movement,
nesting and survival can be monitored in
the future. The activity was organised by
WWF-Malaysia and Setiu Women's
Association (PEWANIS) and was carried out
with students of Kampong Mangkok Primary
School and local community members. Setiu
Wetlands is currently the last frontier for
viable populations of painted terrapins in
the world. © WWF-Malaysia/ Nadiah Rosli

Break Fast with Kem Terendak's Royal
Intelligence Corps
On 12 August, WWF-Malaysia
Malacca staff held a break fast
session during Ramadhan with
members of Kem Terendak’s
Royal Intelligence Corps. The
session was organised to
strengthen goodwill between
both sides and to share WWFMalaysia's
Hawksbill
turtle
conservation works carried out
around the beaches of the
military camp since 2006.
© WWF-Malaysia/ Ooi Ying Cheing

Currents

July-Sept 2012

Turtle Conservation in Semporna to be Collaboratively
Managed by a Body
A collaborative management body was formed to manage
and conserve marine turtles in the northeast islands of
Semporna as a result from a workshop organised by Sabah
Wildlife Department and WWF-Malaysia on 24 September.
The management body is led by Sabah Wildlife Department,
the managing agency for marine turtles in Sabah, with the
Wildlife Conservation Enactment 1997 as a guide. Initial
members of the body include The Reef Dive Resort, PomPom Island Resort, Celebes Beach Resort, enforcement
agencies, WWF-Malaysia and other tourism operators
currently operating in the area.
The roles of the body include to manage feeding grounds
and nesting beaches of turtles including the implementation
The Deputy Director of Sabah Wildlife Department, Augustine of tagging programme, continuous patrolling and
Tuuga giving a presentation of Semporna's turtle status. monitoring, data collection. The body will also be responsible
to implement standardised guidelines or best practices for
© WWF-Malaysia/Suffian bin Julmohammad
resorts development to be turtle-friendly.
In order to sustain the body for long-term operations, implementation of a conservation fee, turtle and nest adoption
programme and other means to involve tourists were proposed at the workshop. Fees collected can be used by the body to
fund activities aimed to maintain the protection of turtles and their habitats.

Central Visayas Study Visit: Ecosystem Approach to Fisheries
Management In Action
Following the formation of the Ecosystem
Approach to Fisheries Management (EAFM)
Steering in May 2012, a study visit was
organised from 25 – 29 June to the Central
Visayas in Philippines.
Among the objectives of the site visit were
to examine the EAFM approaches in place,
identify the common features and unique,
tangible applications for Malaysia, as well as
share lessons learned that can be emulated
and avoided. Participants of the study visit
comprised
Department
of
Fisheries
representatives, academicians, researchers
Group photo of participants in the visit. © WWF-Malaysia
from the environmental and planning
department, representatives from Fishermen Associations and WWF-Malaysia staff.
Site visits were carried out in the provinces of Cebu and Bohol and the group made courtesy calls to the Governor of Cebu,
Gwendolyn F. Garcia, Governor of Bohol, Edgardo Chatto, and Mayor of the Municipality of Ubay, Eutiquio Bernales.
Participants also interacted with enforcement agencies, NGOs and local community members. The EAFM experience in the
Central Visayas are a mixture of small and large scale ecosystems being managed with rates of successes and challenges
that are of social, economic, political, institutional and technical in nature.
Observations and views of all participants were collated at the end of the study as reference material when formulating
Malaysia 's own EAFM Framework
WWF-Malaysia would like to thank all of the participants and individuals who helped coordinate the study visit; namely, the
US-CTI Program Integrators and representatives from the Coastal Conservation and Education Foundation (CCEF) Danajon
Double Barrier Reef Project.
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TUN MUSTAPHA PARK EXPEDITION (TMPE) 2012
A team of marine scientists from Malaysia, the Netherlands and
Australia was jointly led by Mr. Muhammad Ali Syed Hussein,
Leader of the UMS team; Dr. Bert Hoeksema of Naturalis
Biodiveristy Center, Leader of the Coral Reef Biodiversity Team; and
Ms. Bobita Ahad of WWF-Malaysia, Leader of the Coral Reef Status
Team. They embarked on an expedition in the proposed Tun
Mustapha Park (TMP), Kudat, Sabah from 6-26 September.
The Tun Mustapha Park Expedition (TMPE) assessed aspects of
marine biodiversity and ecology, as well as the socioeconomic
benefits of the marine ecosystems to local communities in the
proposed park. As signatory to the Coral Triangle Initiative (CTI),
Malaysia developed a National Plan of Action for protecting the
Coral Triangle region. This expedition is one of Malaysia’s activities
under the CTI-National Plan of
Asri Barail and Yusof Bural, volunteers from the communities Action.
in the Reef Check team, laying transect at the selected sites
YB Datuk Dr Maximus Ongkili of the
before the survey. © WWF-Malaysia/Robecca Jumin

Ministry of Science, Technology and
Innovation (MOSTI) stressed the importance of the expedition in contributing data to the
management plan of the proposed park during the launch of expedition.
The expedition was organised by Universiti Malaysia Sabah (UMS), Naturalis Biodiversity
Center, Sabah Parks and WWF-Malaysia and was jointly funded by Malaysian-CTI (MOSTI
through the National Oceanography Directorate), USAID’s Coral Triangle Support Partnership
Sea star on coral reef. © WWFand WWF-Malaysia’s individual supporters.
Malaysia/Robecca Jumin
Check out video blogs at http://www.youtube.com/TMPE2012.

Run In Support of the proposed TMP
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Run-for-a-cause participants collecting markers at one of the stations along the
route. © WWF-Malaysia/Angela Lim
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Kudat-Banggi PCA team organised a run-for-a-cause event aimed to
increase public awareness and garner further support from local
communities for the proposed park, as well as to acknowledge the efforts
carried out by the local communities in demonstrating collaborative
management and protecting marine resources and biodiversity in the
proposed park. The ‘Run for TMP’ in Kudat and in Banggi held on 1 July and
15 July respectively, also promoted a healthy lifestyle among the youth and
encouraged them to run for a good cause in the spirit of “ Ke Arah Malaysia
Cergas, Sihat dan Bersatu". Both runs gathered a total of 900 runners for the
cause. WWF-Malaysia’s Kudat-Banggi PCA Project is partially funded by the
USAID’s Coral Triangle Support Partnership.

Nadiah Rosli
Communications Officer
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